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Filed for intro on  03/04/2004

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 934
By  Davis

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Ruth Ellis for laudable
service to the people of Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should salute those

citizens who through their extraordinary efforts have distinguished themselves as community

leaders of whom we can all be proud; and

WHEREAS, one such noteworthy person is Ruth Ellis, who became the 25th inductee

into the Hall of Fame of the Johnson City/Jonesborough/Washington County Chamber of

Commerce at its 89th Annual Membership Dinner on February 3rd at Centre at Millenium Park;

and

WHEREAS, Ms. Ellis has evinced her unsurpassed professional excellence since

beginning a career in banking after high school; from that beginning, she would ascend to the

position of Chairman of the Board of Commerce Union Bank, now Bank of America; she also

served with the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, among other bank association positions; and

WHEREAS, the talent and leadership of Ms. Ellis are well known throughout her

profession and her community, and she has utilized them commendably to benefit the ETSU

Foundation, American Cancer Society, Quillen College of Medicine, and Tennessee Board of

Regents; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of her involvement in education, she was inducted as an

honorary member of the Alpha Delta Kappa International Honor Society for women educators;

and

WHEREAS, she long ago developed a reputation for business acumen, integrity, and

civic devotion; her peers evinced their faith in her by selecting her as the first businesswoman

ever to hold the position of President of The Chamber Board of Directors; and
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WHEREAS, her many professional accomplishments aside, she is deeply devoted to her

family and is a loving mother and loyal friend to all who are fortunate enough to know her; and

WHEREAS, she is most grateful for the years of love and companionship she shared

with her late husband, Dick, who helped her establish the business, Tennessee Pottery, that

she continues to run; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Ellis epitomizes the spirit and commitment that are characteristic of a

true Tennessean; and

WHEREAS, she is the epitome of the type of citizens that created and maintain the

wonderful quality of life enjoyed in this State; and

WHEREAS, this General Assembly finds it appropriate to pause in its deliberations to

acknowledge and applaud Ruth Ellis for her personal and professional excellence; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, that we hereby congratulate Ruth Ellis on her induction into the Johnson

City/Jonesborough/Washington County Chamber of Commerce Hall of Fame and honor and

commend her for her meritorious service to her community and this State.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


